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Any person interested in any mosque or temple, or in the performance of the worship or service thereof,* may sue before the civil court the trustee, manager, or member of the committee for misfeasance, breach of trust, or neglect of duty; and the civil court may direct specific performance of any act, decree damages, or remove from office. Next followed, in 1864, the law by which Government proclaimed that it would no longer appoint the senii-ecclesiastical Mahomedan K&zis, whereby the dissociation between the State and the religious institutions of the natives of British India was completed; all civil disabilities on account of religion had by this time been abolished;! and the Government may have been flattered with the hope that it had at last attained the true equilibrium of toleration.
How far we are still, nevertheless, from any such consummation in India may be calculated by a survey of the present state of religious politics in India, and .by marking the movements in different camps. Christianity has been liberated from her unfair disadvantages, and other creeds have been deprived of their unfair privileges; we have thus been brought nearer than ever before to liberty and equality in religions. But fraternity is as distant as ever, for equality stimulates rivalry; and it is in the electric religious atmosphere of India that the two great monotheistic Faiths which each claim all mankind as their due
* This may mean (says the Act) a person having a right of attendance, or having been in the habit of attending at the performance of the worship or service.
t I should perhaps except some indirect and intricate impediments to marriage or divorce which still hampered persons who changed caste or creed. These have since been mostly removed.